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With the recent excitement over the discovery of possible traces 
of water on Mars, it is apt that the preface to Terje Tvedt’s book 
starts by reminding us that the first pictures of Earth from 
space brought to us the reality that we are indeed the water 
planet. If we found another planet like this today, we would be 
in total awe. Terje then goes on to remind us that apart from 
the obvious roles of water in sustaining all life, facilitating travel 
and trade, and as source of both physical and political power, it 
is something that continues to mesmerise people. It has been 
a source of comfort, a metaphor in music and literature and is 
central in both religious cosmology and cultural rituals. With 
such an introduction, I found it hard to put this book down. 

The author then proposes, with roughly 10,000 years of relative 
climate stability, that there has been little interest in how water 
has shaped society or its role in the future. This changed in 
the 1990s when there was an explosion of academic interest 
and study in the role of water as we entered, what he calls, the 
age of uncertainty in relation to climate change and the future 
availability of water. 

The book is then divided into three sections. Part 1 The new 
uncertainty about water focuses on the age of uncertainty and 
the consequences that may follow. Part 2 The age of water 
lords presents an intriguing series of studies into the world’s 
water hotspots and the likely shifts in geopolitical power that 
may result as nations seek to take control of and utilise their 
water resources. Part 3 Water transforming the world examines 
some of the world’s largest water-based engineering proposals 
that could re-create the geography and maps of various 
countries.

Through these three sections, the author presents 23 very 
readable case studies of nations and regions where water 
is playing a vital role in the future development, potential 
prosperity and likely distribution of geopolitical power across 
the globe. Part storyteller, part travel guide and definitely 
an authority on water, the author takes us on a journey that 
builds with every chapter. The vital statistics, the numbers of 
people involved, the audacity of human plans and the possible 
repercussions tend to grow as each study unfolds. I found the 
case study on Spain particularly interesting as it so closely 

mirrors Australia’s water landscape, and the proposals to 
ensure water supply have a familiar ring. I also found myself 
wanting to do further research on many of the regions and 
plans mentioned.

Themes of water rich and water poor nations emerge, as does 
the idea of water rich and water poor regions within nations and 
even cities. Emerging power struggles, at the sovereign state 
scale, are highlighted as countries start taking control of water 
at its source at the expense of the downstream water uses. The 
question over whether water can be owned or whether it is a 
basic human right is also explored.

Whilst I would see this as a teacher text, the reader will be able 
to use the many interesting facts and figures presented as the 
hooks to get their students captured into the narratives they are 
presenting in their learning programs. Many of the units across 
the Australian Curriculum: Geography naturally lend themselves 
to the content presented and teachers could even develop 
learning inquiries based on some of the case studies.

Despite having travelled through over 70 countries in his 
lifelong study of water, I was disappointed that the only 
continent the author does not specifically refer to is Australia! 
This is evident as soon as one sees his world map on page 10. 
I was also wondering why most of the case studies do not refer 
to dates much later than 2008. I then discovered that the book 
was originally published in 2007 and the 2014 publishing date 
was for the English translation by Richard Daly.

Overall a fascinating read. I can only hope Terje produces an 
update in the near future.

Darryl Michie
Morley Senior High School, Noranda, Western Australia 
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This book focuses on Africa in the 21st century, where 
urbanisation has supplanted the ubiquitous media image of 
subsistence farmers and migratory pastoralist as the experience 
of the vast majority; where cell phones have transformed 
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society; and China is rapidly overtaking the United States and 
European Union as the major investment and trading partner. 

A central theme is the way in which the neo-colonial image 
of Africa has not only influenced popular perceptions but 
also international policies and development programs, albeit 
the examples of media and political bias are drawn largely 
from American and European examples. Nevertheless, it is an 
invaluable resource text for teachers at all levels and upper-level 
students wishing to look beyond the Australian experience.

Divided into thirteen chapters, each with case studies, relevant 
photographs, tables, charts and maps, as well as extensive 
references and additional readings, this book offers numerous 
opportunities for students to explore their own understanding 
of diverse issues. These include the changing face of rural 
socio-economies and gender issues; the dynamics of mobile 
phones on aspects such as social networking and informal 
economies; how migration and human trafficking has affected 
the continent; issues of disease, water and land management; 
the impacts of climate change, as well as projections of the 
problems and potentials of Africa’s varied socio-economies. 

Each chapter has the capacity to be set autonomously, as an 
independent focus of enquiry. The chapter on China’s expansion 
into the resource sector in Africa is particularly relevant for 
Australian students grappling with the implications for their 
own future and the potential tensions that often accompany 
foreign investment. 

In both the breadth of coverage and depth of analysis, Africa: 
Geographies of change, is highly recommended.

Dr David Dorward
La Trobe University, Bundoora, Victoria

Environmental planning in Australia is essential for the proper 
management of our resources, enhanced liveability and 
ensuring there is sound development for human habitation 
while preserving the natural environment. Yes, there are 
surprisingly few Australian resources available on this topic. 
For this reason, this book is indeed a welcome addition for 
teachers and lecturers who instruct in the areas of urban 
planning, geography, environmental studies/science and natural 
resources management.

This book, though, is very city-centric and I believe a better title 
might have included the words city or urban. There is thus little 
mention of challenges facing rural and regional communities 
– for example, the loss of valuable agricultural land for 
development, unconventional gas extraction issues and wind 
farm planning.

Australian Environmental 
Planning: Challenges 
and future prospects. 
Edited by Jason Byrne, Neil 
Snipe, and Jago Dodson. Oxford: 
Routledge, 

2014, 269 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9781138000711.
http://www.routledge.com

Environmental 
Transformations: 
A geography of the 
Anthropocene. 
By Mark Whitehead. 
Oxford: Routledge, 

2014, 175 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9780415809849.
http://www.routledge.com

The book covers a broad range of topics that will make it a 
most useful resource for geography teachers – for example, 
Australian Curriculum Year 10 Unit entitled Environmental 
change and management – especially if the urban environment 
is chosen as the case study, as well as for university level 
programs in planning. I was keen to see how the chapters 
dealing with governance handle the tricky question of 
continually changing government departments and their 
Ministers – it does so by presenting a broad framework for the 
legislative environment without the specifics – a wise move! 
Other chapters are concerned with historical planning; water, 
air and wildlife in the urban environment; and energy, transport 
and housing. 

Two chapters especially stand out. One concerns the emerging 
field of industrial ecology (IE) in which we can 

reduce many of the waste and pollution problems facing 
Australia. IE is a materials and energy use practice that 
seeks to mimic biogeochemical cycles and patterns of 
energy use found in nature. It does so by modifying 
various supply chains, production and consumption 
systems, efficiently reusing wastes/byproducts, and 
cascading the use of energy, thus closing the loop on 
waste and emissions (p. 158).

The other chapter describes how planning can create healthy 
cities for its residents. Surprisingly, there is no mention of the 
excellent research undertaken by Deakin University and Parks 
Victoria that has underpinned the highly recognised Healthy 
Parks – Healthy People movement.

With 32 authors contributing to this book, there will naturally 
be inconsistencies in readability, style and level in the various 
chapters. However, the range and great relevance of topics 
presented make this a very important new resource in urban 
planning. 

Professor Rob Wallis
Federation University Australia, Ballarat, Victoria

Environmental transformations: A geography of the 
Anthropocene is a valuable companion text for both teachers 
and senior geography students. It looks beyond basic scientific 
explanations of environmental change, to help explain and build 
greater understanding of the human behaviours which drive our 
decisions; decisions which we now recognise to have profound 
effects on our natural world. 

Mark Whitehead clearly sets out to change the way we study 
environmental transformations. Acknowledging the difficulty 
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art and stories, the history of European settlement and many 
localities. 

What are its outstanding features?

The book contains many full-colour photographs, the glossy 
pages are clear and easy to read, and its sections are colour-
coded at the top of the page for easy identification and 
reference. The breadth of information is compiled efficiently 
with clear subheadings, compact short paragraphs and concise 
multiple numbered site descriptions. The book is lightweight 
and easy to handle in the field due to its B5 size, strong flexible 
cover and coil binding allowing 360-degree wraparound page 
opening. The authors have done justice to an iconic area of our 
continent.

What are appropriate year and curriculum levels for the 
resource?

As a broad introduction to inland dry Australian rangelands, 
semiarid environments, a diverse fauna and flora and pre- 
and post-settlement human activities, there is much easily-
accessible information for Years 11 and 12 students studying 
geography, biology, geology, environment, Indigenous and 
post-settlement history and (also importantly) tourism with 
multifaceted destinations. 

As case studies for Australian settlement, there is much for 
students who will find deeper issues discussed clearly and 
concisely but addressing complex matters particularly within 
the topics listed under Histories. However, Histories as a title 
is a misnomer! These segments are geography in its widest 
sense from ancient geology right through to the social issues of 
changing landscape and resource use, all explained in easy to 
read text. 

What applications can you envisage for this resource in 
the classroom and/or for teacher use?

The six segments under Histories noted above provide good 
working summaries of a large area with a lengthy history but 
they combine well to present a useful wide-scale case study 
of a semiarid land, its earlier inhabitants and the challenges to 
a new community of settlers from colder wetter climates with 
very different landuse traditions. Teachers could use this book, 
with other materials, literally as a classroom exploration of a 
new area (exactly as the title suggests). This could also provide 
an opportunity to lead into discussions of employment in the 
geology, mining, pastoral, rural support and innovative tourism 
industries. Such direction may be particularly appropriate 
for students in country schools whose understandings of 
their homelands can be enriched by a broader knowledge 
of its origins and development. Thus, the Flinders Ranges 
present teachers all over Australia with a very appropriate 
regional theme and principles which can apply right across our 
continent. 

General comments

I feel that the four main regional maps covering the entire 
Ranges would have been better at the front or the back of the 
book. For me, accessible maps set the scene for understanding 
any region I visit. I would also have included the legend on 
each double page, not just on the first of the four, as there is 
plenty of room on each of them. I would also have liked to see 

in studying a real-time geological era – the recently termed 
Anthropocene – Whitehead challenges us to use more complex, 
and a greater variety of, methods to investigate and understand 
the origins and processes that maintain the Anthropocene. 

The book is divided into two sections – Environmental 
transformations of resources, air, soil, forests and cities, and 
Living in the Anthropocene. 

The short chapters on the changing nature of our world review 
the complex nature of change: the socioeconomic, political, 
historical and cultural contexts as well as the uneven impacts 
on, and responses by, different communities. 

Each chapter includes case studies, an occasional exercise 
and further references to pursue. These references might be 
in the form of a YouTube clip, movie, article, web link, text 
or university paper. Clearly aware of the short-lived nature of 
textbooks, the author introduces the reader to his blog (Placing 
the Anthropocene) and invites continued interaction with his 
ideas and content. 

The concluding chapters emphasise the role of nation states 
and international governance in addressing environmental 
challenges, and calls on behavioural psychology to help us 
understand the “predictable irrational” behaviours of  
humans and the drivers of consumerism, overconsumption, 
religion and industrial capitalism. Whitehead closes with 
the reminder that we cannot go back to a more natural 
environment, we have to learn to adapt and live sustainably  
in this new era. 

Environmental transformations can be provocative and thought 
provoking. It adds layers of depth to our understanding 
of human-environment relationships. This text is a highly 
recommended addition to the senior Australian Curriculum or 
International Baccalaureate Geography classroom.

Julie Hearnden
Good Shepherd Lutheran College, Darwin, Northern Territory 

Explore the Flinders Ranges, written by geographers, is 
primarily a guidebook through the 400-kilometre dryland 
Flinders Ranges complex north of Adelaide. It provides 
background articles, 24 shorter themes of special interest, 18 
well-described drives, nine town walks, 23 bush walks and a 
range of useful, easy-to-read reference segments including a 
Glossary and Index. 

What geographic concepts does the resource cover? 
Its focuses on the region’s natural and cultural histories, 
covering geology, plants, birds, mammals, reptiles, Aboriginal 

About this book

Explore the Flinders Ranges explains the cultural 

and natural histories of the region as you 

experience them in your travels.  Fascinating 

geological history is easily seen and explained 

as are the diverse plants and animals which 

inhabit these largely arid hills. There is plenty 

of evidence in art and stories of the long history 

of the Aborigines; the short period of  European 

colonisation shows in many landscapes.

The Flinders is a place to pause and admire.

• Histories is a series of articles giving some 

 background on features in the Flinders 

 Ranges for you to read before you venture out.

• Discoveries are shorter items on a variety of 

 topics which may capture your interest.

• Drives provide opportunities for a broad 

 overview of Flinders landscapes where you 

	 may	find
	places	to

	which	yo
u	want	to

	return,	

 to explore on foot either the bush or towns

• Town Walks contains maps and notes for 

 nine large and small towns in the region.

• Bush Walks takes you on self-guiding trails 

 with maps and notes into 16 locations in the 

 Flinders from south to north.

• Gazetteer gives descriptions of most places 

 you will come across as you travel around 

 the region.  Places are listed in alphabetical 

	 order.		Yo
u	will	fin

d	it	usefu
l	for	extra

	details	

 as you explore.

• More Things to Do and Accommodation

 provide useful websites and suggestions to

 help your exploration.

• Reference and Special Interest covers 

	 things	to
	do,	prov

ides	full	
lists	of	pl

ants	and	

 animals you may encounter.  There is 

 additional information for geologists.

• Further Reading contains some of the items 

 consulted in the preparation of this book.

• The Bush and Country Code (Back cover 

	 flap)	give
s	some	u

seful	hin
ts	on	cari

ng	for	

 your surroundings.

Aboriginal words are given in italics.

If you have any suggestions or comments about 

this	book
,	please	l

et	us	kno
w	at:	

admin@r
gssa.org.

au,	or	wr
ite	to:	

Royal Geographical Society of SA Inc. 

PO	Box	3
661,	Run

dle	Mall,	SA	50
00
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The Language of 
Global Development: A 
Misleading Geography. 
By Marcin Wojciech Solarz. 
London and New York: Routledge,

2014, 181 pages,  
ISBN 9780415657020.  
http://www.routledge.com

short bright red lines on the four area maps indicating all the 23 
bushwalks rather than the very tiny black bushwalker figure and 
pointer lines. 

The Drives and Walks sequences ably gather natural, built 
and cultural features together for the traveller. For teaching to 
themes, however, there would be a lot of searching in these 
sequences for relevant items. I would have coloured the 
numbered items of interest on the many town maps in some 
bright color so they stand out more. 

This book would be an excellent planner for field trips of 
different types – geographical, botanical, historical, cultural 
or artistic and most certainly for combinations of these. Its 
content would enable planning for day trips or a week’s travel 
or day activities radiating from a base camp accommodation.

Ian D. Lewis
Geological Society of Australia (SA Division), Adelaide, 
South Australia

This well-written book describes the role of the river red 
gum to the Australian economy, society and ecosystem from 
before European settlement to the present day. It is organised 
in three parts containing eleven chapters. Part 1 outlines the 
role of forests in floodplains and rivers, their life history and 
ecosystem function. Part 2 details the forces of change – fire, 
grazing, harvesting, floods, droughts and river regulation. Part 
3 traces the tree’s journey from exploitation to conservation 
and from single value to multiple values. It is an extensively 
researched study of the iconic river red gum, covering scientific 
aspects and sociocultural interactions with the tree through 
time.

In Colloff’s own words, the book is “historical ecology . . . how 
people have affected the environment and how their actions 
have changed the character and function of ecosystems” (p. 
xi). This comprehensive book discusses the tree’s influence on 
poetry, literature and art, while also covering its ecology, life 
cycle and importance to aboriginal culture, and reflecting on the 
landscapes and cultural settings it has shaped.

This is a resource for teachers of many disciplines, including 
Science, Biology, Social Studies, History, and Environmental 
Science, as well as Geography. Part 2 Forces of Change 
provides some material that may be useful for the new VCE 
Geography Unit 3, Land Cover Change, as Colloff provides 
fascinating evidence challenging the long held belief that 

Aboriginal firestick activities were designed to influence the 
pattern and distribution of the river red gum forest. Instead, 
it may be that this was an indirect consequence of aboriginal 
people targeting other vegetation, such as reed beds.

This book’s relevance to many disciplines justifies its addition 
to a school and individual teacher’s library. It is value for money 
given its coverage, relevant colour photographs, and quality 
presentation.

David H. Jones
Kew East, Victoria

The intriguing subtitle suggests that geography may be a 
dangerous discipline because it addresses daily life struggles 
and scholarly debates about human development, both of 
which can and do have multiple interpretations. Furthermore, 
that geographers illustrate those issues on maps for others 
to see often adds to different explanations. The focus of this 
short treatise on the archaeology and biography of development 
world discourses is a thoughtful and thought-provoking 
examination of how social and policy scientists, concerned 
with world economic and social development seek to provide 
some coherency to those realities. Labelling and mapping 
global and regional development is not a task for the timid and 
faint-hearted economist, anthropologist, historian, political 
scientist, geographer, or a professional working for the United 
Nations or the World Bank. The task of trying how best to 
classify and label the “world of worlds” (the author’s words) 
is tricky, difficult and challenging. Nevertheless, the tasks are 
even more difficult for the geographer because she/he is asked 
(or expected) to come up with some labelled categories that 
will clearly demarcate “what country or region” belongs where. 
Maps showing distinct boundaries are just as important for the 
generalist as the specialist.

Solarz, who is on the faculty of Geography and Regional 
Studies at the University of Warsaw, carefully and critically 
looks at the origins of varying discourses surrounding global 
development in the past seventy years. He discusses backward 
areas (1931), underdeveloped areas (1940s), least less 
developed countries or LLDC (1971), Third World (1952), 
developing countries (1956), North-South worlds and divides 
(1977), BRIC countries (2001) and emerging markets (1981). 
Assessing the strengths and weaknesses of each term aids the 
reader in understanding not only what the term means vis-a-vis 
global development, but also what it means when placed on 
maps. 
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The book is divided into five chapters with the first four 
addressing the concepts stated above. Accompanying the 
text are two dozen maps showing the countries and regions 
included in the classifications: developed – developing; First, 
Second and Third Worlds; North-South worlds, the Brandt Line, 
and emerging markets. 

The volume is much needed for those interested in the 
geographies and economies of global economic development. I 
can also envision it will be useful for the middle and high school 
teacher discussing globalisation and rich/poor, developed/
developing, First/Third Worlds (second no longer exists) and 
North/South divide, and also the instructor discussing these 
labels in introductory university world regional, economic 
geography or global development. Providing students with 
background materials about how and why we regionalise 
the world the way we do, and why we use the labels we use, 
can promote critical thinking and mapping skills for those of 
all ages. The eleven page multilingual and multidisciplinary 
bibliography is invaluable for the novice and the professional 
studying the economic world from the 1950s to the present. 
There are much challenging ideas for those teaching advanced 
classes on global regionalisation or seminars on development 
discourses in regional economics, North-South and Third 
World Development, the cartographies of development, and 
geopolitics of the 20th and early 21st centuries. Comparative 
analyses of the maps might also be used for instilling critical 
thinking among students at multiple grade levels.

The discussions of events, processes and analyses highlight 
the major theoretical and/or conceptual arguments of those 
who study global development discourses and cartographies. 
I found the treatment of recent political and social changes 
basically unbiased and fair, including flaws in Soviet and 
Russian development policies. I found it difficult to identify 
major flaws in the author’s arguments as his positions are 
in accord with others who look at development theory, Third 
World as a term, the third way (non-alignment), and World 
Bank and United Nations regional labelling. 

Let me suggest several areas that might be pursued by others 
looking at the challenges facing the labelling and cartographies 
of global development. First, innovations and rapid diffusion 
of ICTs (information and communication technologies) are 
affecting all countries to some degree in today’s worlds which 
mean traditional two-dimensional maps are proving somewhat 
unwieldy and inaccurate in present worlds. Networks and 
systems are replacing territories. Second, governmental 
institutions and organisations need to be studied alongside 
the impacts of NGOs. Third, a focus on the global and regional 
patterns of social well-being and quality of life indicators need 
study. The geographic patterns of HDI (Human Development 
Index) and GII (Gender Inequality Index) merit comparing 
with income and labor indicators. Fourth, security issues 
need study, a theme mentioned briefly in the last chapter. 
These include in-state and cross-border terrorism (physical 
and cyber) conflicts, but also food and energy security, the 
human rights of minorities, human trafficking, diseases 
and climate change, all which know no political boundaries. 
Studying these topics will introduce some new terminology 
into developmental discourses, but they are also important to 
study in interdisciplinary contexts to avoid the perpetuation 

Make it stick: The 
Science of Successful 
Learning. 
By Peter C. Brown, Henry L. 
Roediger III, and Mark A. 
McDaniel. Cambridge MA: 
The Belknap Press of Harvard 
University Press, 

2014, 336 pages, hardback,  
ISBN 9780674729018. 
http://www.www.hup.harvard.edu

of “misleading geographies and cartographies” and other 
“knowledge gaps” in development-oriented social and policy 
sciences.

Professor Stanley D. Brunn
University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky,  
United States of America

This book is a collaboration between two cognitive scientists 
and a wordsmith. It takes well-researched advances in cognitive 
psychology to offer concrete techniques which students and 
teachers can use to improve learning.

Analogies, metaphors and storytelling structure this book 
which makes it an accessible, even light read. Delving in to 
the unobtrusive footnotes, key references range from research 
dating back several decades to more recent studies. Meta-
analysis of research was rarely undertaken.

The key ideas in this book may seem simple to educators. 
Reiterated many times, the key line of argument is that 
rereading text is not a productive means of deep learning. 
Instead, using techniques such as answering questions, 
completing quizzes, receiving corrective feedback and 
developing ways to express new content in one’s own words all 
work better. As well, taking new ideas and arranging them into 
a personal mental model, or applying them in a new context 
deepens learning. The use of spaced and multiple tests or 
quizzes on the same content to strengthen long-term retention 
of ideas is also advocated. 

An interesting feature outlined is the use of interleaved or 
spacing out practice which is described when students mixing 
up their sequence of study is effective in improving their 
results.

Over the 336 pages, the authors explicitly repeat key ideas on 
the basis that this will enhance the retention of materials for 
the reader. Reading this as a teacher, many of the ideas in the 
book were not new so the repetition might be more effective for 
a non-teacher audience. For example, Carol Dweck’s research 
on fostering a growth mindset in learners is mentioned. This 
is routinely incorporated in contemporary teacher education 
programs. It is a helpful reminder that when improvement is 
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MasterClass in 
Geography Education: 
Transforming Teaching 
and Learning. 
Edited by Graham Butt. London: 
Bloomsbury Academic, 

2015, 219 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9781472535719.
http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk

Teaching Geography 
(Third Edition). 
By Phil Gersmehl. New York: The 
Guilford Press, 

2014, 332 pages and CD-ROM, 
paperback, ISBN 9781462516414.
http:// www.guilford.com

attributed to effort, learners keep trying – they dig deeper, or in 
other words they persist.

The final chapter takes the ideas in chapters 1 to 7 and distils 
these into tips for students in schools and in higher education. 
They have application for teachers interested in guiding their 
students to stronger learning outcomes. If self-quizzing, using 
metaphors, learning to use mnemonic devices, and use of 
higher order questions to guide regular revision are new ideas, 
then this book will be of interest to you.

Dr Jeana Kriewaldt
The University of Melbourne, Carlton, Victoria

MasterClass in Geography Education draws on the expertise 
of leading Geography educators to explore the major themes 
in Geography education research and pedagogy. The book’s 
stated purpose is to support practitioners undertaking research 
in Geography education. In doing so, it guides the reader to an 
understanding of how research in Geography education can be 
appropriately designed and carried out. The stated intention of 
the book is to “provide an appreciation of how teachers engage 
with their own professional development, grounded in practical 
case studies and accounts from those who have undertaken the 
research journey” (p. 6).

The book’s editor has assembled an impressive list of 
contributors. They include Professor David Lambert, Emeritus 
Professor Simon Catling and Margaret Roberts from the United 
Kingdom and Professor John Morgan from New Zealand. 
Together, these highly accomplished Geography educators 
provide the basis from which both experienced and beginning 
researchers can successfully scope, design and execute their 
geographical research. 

The work of the book’s contributors is organised using the 
conceptual framework of Contextualizing, Constructing, 
Researching and Producing. Each section concludes with 
a discussion designed to promote reflection. Within this 
framework, the book incorporates discussion of the place 
of subject knowledge in Geography, the role and function of 
research in Geography education, the relationship between 
research and professional practice, and the practical aspects 
of undertaking research including the writing of the research 
proposal and ethical considerations. 

The text would be especially valuable for those classroom 
practitioners keen to research their own professional practice, 
and tertiary students undertaking research at the honours and 
postgraduate level. 

As noted in the book’s forward, the work “robustly asserts the 
place of research in effective teaching and learning” (p. xi). It 
also reminds us of the reasons we chose to become Geography 
teachers  – because we find learning about the world in which 
we live both stimulating and exciting. 

The book is written in an engaging and very readable style.

Dr Grant Kleeman
Macquarie University, Sydney, New South Wales

I had the privilege of meeting and chatting with the author at a 
Geography conference in Michigan in October 2014. 

To begin, I was very impressed with the meeting and 
discussions about his latest edition of the book. To go on, I have 
prescribed the textbook for a university subject in Geographical 
Education that I teach in the final year of a Bachelor of 
Education course.

So, I almost as enthusiastically concur with the summation 
provided by a K–12 Social Studies Consultant from Michigan, 
Sean McBrady on the back cover of the book: “The most 
entertaining and useful book about teaching geography I’ve ever 
encountered – should be required reading for social studies 
teachers”.

I am particularly impressed with this textbook as a potential 
resource for teachers of Geography in general. Both for those 
who may have had substantial preservice and/or in-service 
professional learning, and others who might be real novices 
in the area. Indeed, I felt that taking novices and making them 
more expert, as well as the capacity to develop further the 
expertise of highly accomplished teachers of Geography, are key 
potential values of this book. 

There are a number of references, of course, to United States 
examples. One needs to draw examples from somewhere and 
particularly relevant ones to illustrate points that the author/
teacher is familiar with and have real worth for the intended 
audience. So at times, I substituted other examples from 
Australia and elsewhere as I read aspects of the text. As a 
teacher, particularly with expertise in Geography, I found it 
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very easy to read and understand the author’s clear view on 
the essence of Geography and the teaching of Geography. The 
book provided ideas on not only what to do in areas such as 
pedagogical content knowledge, but also how to do it, and 
most importantly: why. I especially liked various sections in 
the book dealing with thinking about Geography and teaching 
Geography. It provided stretch goals time and again to develop 
in the reader their insights into Geography and teaching 
Geography. I was impressed too with understandings from 

aspects of contemporary neuroscience and their relationship to 
Geography and teaching of Geography dealt with in the book.

Therefore, as a person with Geographical expertise and a 
keen interest in learning and neuroscience, I found this book 
a valuable resource that I commend to teachers and those 
involved in teacher education for consideration.

Professor Ken Purnell
Central Queensland University, Rockhampton, Queensland


